Prof. Smialowska was born on 23-August-1925, in Lwów (then Poland, now Lviv Ukraine). In her youth, she belonged to Harcerz (Polish scouts) and she was quite athletic, specializing in the hurdles. She finished her high school education under German occupation. After World War II ended, the family (with her parents and younger sister Romualda) moved to Poland, where she graduated with a Master of Science (1948) , and a Ph.D., (1952) Professor Smialowska retired from teaching at OSU in 1995 but remained as an Emerita Professor at Ohio State completing the second edition of her book on localized corrosion. She traveled back and forth to Poland for several years and finally decided to move back permanently to her country home in Zalesie in 2009.
Prof. Smialowska had a technical tenacity that served her well in her interactions with others. She had strong beliefs and argued them with passion. In the professional side, she never saw herself as a woman scientist, but just as a scientist, never claimed privileges for being a minority. On the personal side, she was warm and charming, and never boring, but also could be biting in her observations. She loved reading and she loved art, animals and gardens. Whenever there was a conference somewhere in the world she always took a few hours off to visit interesting places, museums, zoos, landscapes, etc. with colleagues and students. She was thrifty with herself but generous with others. In winter she kept her house on the colder side and carried food when she traveled to avoid expensive meals at restaurants. Most of all, she enjoyed talking about her niece Agata and her grandniece Maya and grandnephew Kayo. Besides Agata, Maya and Kayo, she is survived by her sister Romualda.
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